Residents Stir Interest
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A small but enthusiastic
group of persons braved the
snow last Wednesday eve-
ning to attend a meeting at
the library to consider or-
ganizing a historical so-
ciety in South Milwaukee.

They were welcomed by
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rank-
ing 2215 18th ave., who
acted as discussion lead-
ers for the group. Rank-
in, 34, is a descendant of
John Fowle, an early settler
of the community.

He said that he and his
wife, Penny, feel that some-
thing has to be done to pre-
serve the history of South
Milwaukee and that they hope
to interest others in the
project.

After a few words ex-
plaining the purpose of the
meeting, Rankin introduced
Mayor Grobschmidt who ex-
pressed his gratification at
having such a young couple
undertaking action to begin
such a group. .,

“I have long hoped that !

such an organization would
be started,”” he said. He
mentioned that some rec-
ords kept in the basement
of city hall could be made
available to the group. He
said that he wished for the
success of such an organ-
ization and that he would
work 100 percent with them,
giving his time freely.

Mrs. Rankin then address-
ed the meeting telling about
some offers of historical
items and records if a his-
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torical society would be

started.

“Our town has a wonder-
ful history,”’ she said. ‘““We
all know of old buildings
being destroyed, but there
still are oldtimers left who
would share their memor-
ies with the community. All
we need are people willing
to help by giving their
time.”’

She said that contact had
been made with the state
historical society and that
they would help, after a com-
mittee has been set up.

The date for another or-
ganizational meeting was set
for April 19.

The South Milwaukee His-

torical society which last
week received approval from
the state board of curators
to affiliate with the Wiscon-
sin State Historical society,
will meet this coming Mon-
day at 7 p.m. in the blue
room of the South Milwau-
kee public library.

Persons interested in
joining the society may at-
tend. Committees will be
formed at this meeting.
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On Aug. 23 William Scher-
eck, supervisor of the Wis-
consin State Historical
society met with the organi-
zing committee of the South
Milwaukee Historical so-
ciety at the home of acting
president Dennis Rankin.

The purpose of the meet-
ing was to discuss the state
affiliation of the South Mil-
waukee group and to learn
what problems might arise
and how to go about setting
up committees and pro-
grams.

“you will find that the
community will expect more
from you thanyou candeliver
at times, >’ Schereck said.

He said that the society
is chartered in the public
trust, performing a service
in their interest, and that
the variety of programs that
could be offered are limited
only by the society’s imagi-
nation.

It all boils down to social
change,”’” Schereck told the
group. ‘‘Some areas of the
state are stable, there has
been no jeopardy of history
there. But a metropolitan
explosion has ringed Mil-
waukee county causing a
sense of urgency.’’

People are becoming
afraid that the local history
of their area will be lost,
consequently six new his-
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Granted Affiliation

The South Milwaukee His-
torical society Monday was
granted affiliation with the
state society.

Th.e newly organized group
received word Tuesday that
the state board of curators
of the Wisconsin State His-
Forlcal society had approved
its application. :
_The local historical so-
ciety has scheduled a gen-
eral meeting for Monday,
Nov. 6, at 7 p.m. in the
blue room of the South Mil-
waukee public library.

Members will be accepted
and committes formed at the
meeting.

Mpre information may be
optamed by contacting Den -
nis Rankin at 764-4044.
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torical groups have filedap-
plications for state
affiliation, he said. Among
them are Cudahy and South
Milwaukee.

The state board of cur-
ators will not meet until
Oct. 23 to decide on the
applications. Until thattime
there will be no public meet-
ing of the South Milwaukee
group, but committees will
be formed for bylaws, mem-
bership, public relations and
accessions.

More information may be
had by Contacting Dennis
Rankin at 764-4044.
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A MEETING to organize a South Milwaukee Historical society was held last Wednes-~
day in the South N%ilwaukee public library. Dennis Rankin and his wife, Penny, 2215 ‘\\“\'\%—
18th ave., conducted the meeting which was open to anyone interested in preserving

old records and ac

A meeting to consider or-
ganizing a historical society
in South Milwaukee will be
held at 7 p.m. next Wednes-

~day, March 29,-at the South
Milwaukee public library.

~ The meeting has beén set
up by several persons who
hope they can interestothers
in the project. Open to

~anyone interested in pre-
serving old records and ac-
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counts of earlier years.







