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South Milwaukee 
Historical Society 

 

Hello everyone!  Hope you had a safe winter.  The weather was challenging to say the least.  Our lawn and 
the late fall seeding took a hit from mother nature.  We will have to re-seed the lawn in May hoping the 
weather will co-operate.  
 
Spring is always a difficult season.  The winds we had in late March did “a number” on our flags in front  
of the museum.  The State of Wisconsin flag and the old historic Flag of South Milwaukee didn’t hold up  
to the strong winds.  We will now look to replace them.  The city flag is a problem as there are few if any  
of them around anymore!  If anyone out there has one and is willing to donate it to the museum we would 
be grateful.  
 
Sadly our applicaƟon to the Bucyrus Civic Grant Program was turned down.  We will now be looking for other 
ways to preserve the documents, photographs and arƟfacts entrusted to our care.   
 
We now have new South Milwaukee Historical Society T-shirts for sale.  Sizes Small to 3XL, price $20.00 
 
As soon as the lawn starts growing we will begin on our memorial garden for Chester Grobschmidt who  
was our mayor and long Ɵme president of the Historical Society.  Help would be appreciated in moving the 
historical Ɵles from the old High School! 
 
We look forward to a wonderful summer with lots of acƟviƟes planned.  We await your visit - there is always 
something new to see and learn here!  
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Our thanks to Paul Stoving for  putting together 
this display at the BE Event Center/Skyline 
Deli.  Stop by to check it out.  Be sure to visit 
the BE Industrial Museum on the second floor 
and enjoy a meal at the Deli. 

Sue, Judy & Janet put up a new display in the 
Grand Ballroom that showcases some of the 
banks South Milwaukee had.  Any one else still 
have Pinky?   

Look What We Got!!! 
Anyone lucky enough to get their shoes 
from Richard’s Shoe Store will recognize 
the Treasure Chest.  Richard and Lorraine 
Poplawski (pictured ) recently donated 
the original chest to the Society. We have 
restocked it with treasures, and children 
of all ages will be able to earn a trip to 
pick something out by doing a scavenger 
hunt thru the museum.   

Rich and his grand-
son Kevin at store 

closing and in 
March 2026 

Rich & Lorraine also gave us some of 
the original toys from the treasure 
chest and we have the on display at 
the museum.  Some of them are shown  
here on top of the chest. 

Any original toys sƟll out there?  We’d love to 
have more of the original toys to display... 
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Thanks to an anonymous donor we were able to purchase a 
Visit 4 beautiful gardens and enjoy the wonderful Artisans & Musicians that will 
be located throughout the gardens.  For more information contact Patti Bergeson 
at 414-768-9549  or  pbergeson55@gmail.com.   
 
Tickets will be sold at Mari’s Flowers, 905 Milwaukee Ave, South Milwaukee,  
414-431-2030 or by contacting Patti Bergeson or John Bazan at 414-517-1095 
 
The Historical Society will be open during the tour for same day ticket sales and 
raffle tickets.  Raffle prizes will be on display and there are some updates to our 
gardens this year!   

Speaking of gardens… 
     It’s a start! 

We’ll  be starƟng on the memorial 
garden for Chet Grobschmidt soon.  
The sign was purchased locally from 
Styled AestheƟc on Rawson Ave.  
Great job!  It’s going to look really 
sharp in there.   

Chet was instrumental 
in geƫng the shed at 
the museum so we 
got a small sign to go 
on there too! 
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Come on in… we’re open! 
Upcoming Saturdays 

10am—3pm 
 

May 16 
June 20—Garden Tour 

July 18 
August 15 

 
Visitors to the museum   

receive a coupon for  
$5 admission to the  

Bucyrus Museum  
Hope to see you there!  

We have a new look! 

T-shirts are $20 
and available in  
sizes Small to 3XL 

Spruce up your wardrobe 
and support the Society 
at the same Ɵme.  They 
would also make a nice    

Mother’s day or Father’s 
day giŌ! 

AddiƟonal items for sale at the museum include: 
Pewter ornament—$5 
Note cards, postcards, SM ornaments (2 styles) 
Midwest PoƩery pieces 
Books: 

South Milwaukee Then to Now 
LeƩers to Meƫe 
Carl Bergmans 
Isador Skibba 
Images of America  
The Forget Me Not 
Bay Mists and Spectacle Books 

All purchases help support the Society’s mission 
to preserve & share our city’s proud past.   

Have you checked out 
our website lately?    
Our webmaster has 
been busy adding new 
things and reorganizing 
the old.  The website is 
constantly evolving so  
if you have any ideas for 
things you’d like to see, 
please send us an email. 

Do you love a parade??? 
Would you care to represent the Historical Society in the   
Heritage Days parade on Saturday July 25 at 11:00 AM?  You 
would need to provide your own vehicle. We will provide 
signs and candy.  If you’re interested please reach out to us.  
Deadline to register is July 1.    Hope to hear from you! 
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TIDS  &  BITS 

Thank you to everyone who signed 
up for the electronic newsleƩer.  So far 
it’s a big success!  If you’d like to give it 
a try let us know.  You can call or text 
414-520-1285 or email us at 
Southmilwaukeehistory@gmail.com 
You can always go back to a paper copy 
if you decide you prefer that. 

Tours 
The Museum is available for  
tours to Scout Groups, Civic  

Organizations and School Groups.   

It is also available to  
individuals for research or tours.   

For more information or to arrange 
 a tour, please call 414-520-1285 

SENIORS CAN AVOID TAXES ON RMDs 
 BY DONATING THEM TO  

QUALIFIED NON-PROFIT CORPORATIONS. 
  

DONATIONS ARE 100% DEDUCTABLE  
UP TO $100,000 

 ($200,000 FILING JOINTLY). 

(IRA custodians must arrange for  
transfer of funds.) 

For detailed informaƟon,  
google: “IRS RMD QCD” 

 

The South Milwaukee Historical Society  
is an all-volunteer 501 C(3) CorporaƟon. 

PROUD PAST, PROMISING FUTURE 

Running it up the flagpole 
 
The April showers did more than just bring flowers.  
They shredded our City of South  
Milwaukee flag!  Does any one have 
the original version of the City flag 
they would be willing to  
donate to the Society?  Since our 
mission is to preserve the proud 
past, it seems more fiƫng that we fly the  
previous version of the flag rather than the new one. 
 
Does anyone need a new rope for their flagpole?  We 
accidently purchased more than we needed and aren’t 
able to return it 

Flag Pole Cord - FPHA-10SLWC 
Halyard #10 5/16 inch silver w/c 
70 feet long  
Purchase price was $95 
Selling price is negoƟable 
 

Contact the Society by phone if interested.   

Thank you!! 

We recently received  a number 
of very generous donations to 

the Society.  Your donations     
support the preservation of our 
proud past and we’re grateful 

for every dollar we receive !   

Do you remember...May Day baskets!  May Day baskets were small, handmade     
containers  filled with flowers leŌ anonymously at the doors of  friends or neighbors 
on May 1st to celebrate spring.  It involved hanging baskets on doorknobs, ringing 
the doorbell, and running away!!  We remember making Kleenex carnaƟons and              
construcƟon paper baskets with our mom to surprise our neighbors!  Such good    
memories!!                             ~ Judy Balestrieri and Janet (Balestrieri) Rodman   
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The South Milwaukee Historical Society is a 501.c.3 organization whose 
 mission is “to preserve, honor and promote South Milwaukee’s rich history for generations to come.”  
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South Milwaukee Historical Society 
717 Milwaukee Ave 
South Milwaukee, WI  53172 

It’s that time again 


