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ISSUE: ROM THE PRESIDENT'’'S DESK
Civil War 2 |l hope everyone had a great holiday. Thank you to everyone who worked on
Display the Christmas Tea. It was an outstanding success. Our Annual Dinner will be
Dinner Details on February 9th this year. We apologize for the short notice but were unable to
&Membership 3 |get the hall for our original date. Details of the dinner can be found on Page 3.
Renewal Form We hope that you will join us at this great evening.
Museum . .
Updates 4-5 | This has been a busy year. We have a new boiler at the museum and we
renovated the bathroom. You can see all the changes starting on Page 4.
Past Event/ Next on the schedule is air conditioning set to be installed later this year so
Upcoming 6 |the museum can be utilized on those hot summer days that will be back before
Project we know it!

Tids & Bits 7 |It’s time to renew your membership for 2013. Use the Membership Renewal
Form on Page 3. You can send in your dinner reservation on the same form.

Be sure to check out our upcoming meeting schedule on the back page and e,
plan to join us for a meeting or two....or three......or four...... Bob P?%Lﬁ%l’

P.S. From the Editor/Secretary:

Help?? Do you have a memory of South Milwaukee you'd be willing to share with our readers? How about
an interesting picture of a place or event from our city’s past that we could use. Maybe you'd like to try your
hand at writing a short article for the newsletter? Give me a call or drop me'a line. I'd love to hear from you.
And, as always....If you'd like to sign up for the electronic newsletter just send an email to sziarek@wi.rr.com

= and I'll add you to the list. Sue Ziareh

S 7




PAGE 2 PRESERVING THE PROUD PAST

CiviL WAR DISPLAY

During the month of January, the Historical Society has a Civil War display in the Library
entrance. Not only does it showcase a few of the Civil War letter swe're currently working
to put into book form it has 4 dioramas created by Greg Mekka. The dioramas include a
hospital, battle, battlefield artillery and 1860's manufacturing. Our thanks to Greg for the
great job he did. The dioramas are quite detailed. Thanks also to Lois & Steve Schreiter
who put the display together.




jou_ums 1, ISSuUE 15 PAGE 3 \
ANNUAL DINNER

Historical Society Annual Dinner
Please join us on

Saturday, February oth
at Pat’s Oak Manor , 1804 15th Avenue in S Milwaukee

Social Hour 5:30-6:30; Dinner at 6:45
Fntertainment to be announced

This year’s menu includes:
Sirloin Beef Tips with noodles and Baked Ham
Buttered Carrots and Green Beans
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy and Rosemary Redskin Potatoes
Ttalian Noodles, Pasta Salad, Tossed Salad, Veggies & Dip, Jello
Cake & Coffee for dessert

Cost is $24.00 per person
Please R.S.V.P. by February 2, 2013

Use the membership form below or contact Addie at 414-764-2118

.....................................................................................................

Scuth Milwaukbee Fistevical Saciety — Presenwing the Proud Fast

2013 Membership Renewal Form
Please renew my membership at the following levet

Individual ($10) Family ($15) Business ($25 Individual Life Memben$100)

Make chiecks pavable to Scuth Milwaukee Histerica! Sceisty

and mail to Acddie Backer, 525 Sycamors Av, Scuth Milwsukse W1 55172

All Payments due by 2/16/2013

if cavment is not raceived oy then you Wil ce remgoved from our maiiin g list

Name: Phone:

Address:
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MUSEUM UPDATES

PRESERVING THE PROUD PAST

Quite a lot has been happening at the museum lately. The biggest changes
are the new furnace and the new bathroom!

great!

In November, handyman Brian
Guthrie removed the sink, the
toilet and the half-wall between
the tub & toilet. The plumbing
to the tub was disconnected so
we could reposition it. We now
have an environmentally
friendly, low flow, luxury
height!, toilet as well as a
smaller pedestal sink donated
by Sue Ziarek and new wood
floors. Richard Thinnes cleaned
the old paint off the rim of the
claw foot bathtub & Brian was
able to spruce it up with a fresh
coat of paint. Judy Balestrieri
donated and hung Battenberg
lace curtains and Lois Schreiter
picked up some accessories to
finish off the room. Elmo on
the old potty chair is little touch
of whimsy for the time being!
Next step ... deciding what
other items from the museum
we want to display.

Tennant Richard
Thinnes & Curator
Judy Balestreiri check
out the new furnace
installed in October.
Other than a little
tweaking needed
with the existing

| radiators, Dick
reports the new
furnace is working

An added bonus to the furnace installation was getting
a fair bit of junk cleared out of the basement.
We went from this
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MORE CHANGES!

Along with the furnace and bathroom updates we've gotten a few new donations.

g # Our thanks to Jilan Leschke
: and Dawn Hosmanek who
% | donated the boots, jacket,
~ helmet & shield of their
father South Milwaukee
Fire Chief Max Dinkelman
(1960-1974). They're on
display in the living room.

Visitors to the museum are now greeted by a row of
manikins displaying some of the outfits previously
stashed away in the alcove outside the bathroom

Judy Balestrieri donated and delivered this
display cabinet. ST = [ T aEIREEEEE
She and Richard € £y y &7y
Thinnes shifted
some things
around in the
dining room and
gathered up the

Sue Ziarek found this
little guy at aresale
shop in Plymouth.
It's one of the few
pieces we have wiih
decals and gold

Midwest Pottery e
pieces that didn’t detailing.
fitintheold =
display cases. A little side note about Midwest Pottery:
!f.s a great According to an article by Gordon Lewis in
addition to the the 1950s, Midwest Pottery bought the gold in
room and shows bottles that cost $23 each. It was painted on
off the pottery in the form of brown varnish and the pieces
beautifully. were sent back into the kiln where the vamish
burned off leaving the gold behind. At the
time, Midwest Pottery was producing 3000
pieces per day! One of the easiest ways to
recognize Midwest Pottery pieces is by the kiln
number on the bottom of the piece. g
Keep your eyes open! We're always #
on the look out for new additions.
It's BAA-AACK!!

i ~’ Richard Thinnes found the cultivator
@ == that was stolen from the museum front
yard a few months back. It was in the
bushes a couple houses west of the
museum. Apparently the thieves
decided it wasn't worth the effort.
: Since the concrete anchoring it in the
Sty ground was still attached Richard was
= able to rebury it where it belongs.
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PRESERYING THE PROUD PAST

PAST EVENT

The éth Annual Holiday Tea, co-sponsored by the
Friends of the Mill Pond & Oak Creek Watercourse,
Inc. and the South Milwaukee Historical Society was
a big success - with a record 95 people on the guest
listl Those attending the tea enjoyed sandwiches
provided by Charlie's Catering and Christmas
Cookies baked by members of both groups.

Thanks go out to all of the members who helped with
this event. We would also like to thank the students
from the South Milwaukee High School National Honor
Society for their help before, during, & after the tea.
These young people were cheerful, energetic, helpful
and very much appreciated by the hosts of the

Tea and our guests! Thanks also to everyone who
donated Door Prizes and Raffle ltems, always a
favorite with the guests.

We look forward to working together on the 7th Annual Holiday Tea on December 7, 2013.
Mark your Calendars!

UPCOMING PROJECT

The board is working on creating a book to showcase the Civil War letters
recently rediscovered at the museum. The letters were written to Marietta
Rawson by four Civil War Soldiers. No word yet on when it will be ready for
publishing (we want to make sure we're doing it right!) but here’s a sampling
of how it's shaping up.....

Azl 30, 1363 Nocn

Camp G. Shafmr

MwFenioo

¥
]

[reczved our mrdy e seszmday d parda e deizy alfough!
would nat 7 couid & Ty sther .

The sard 72 pisying our noon sz madz [ied o tme yesierday 1o wrhe
for w2 gme up o i@ tous d moved 720 gi Shelter s 2w
not sy of e Change fov the swall 15 2 headhiy than e large
ones W e gk up Sads o i them md veomem e slong vy
comfEabiz Bl imt

Aftemoon

5 gramy warm 16dsy and [ cavee 3 Ty Tnowledge o3y ovd !
am affaid ot [ shal wrie &l ] inow Sefore [ em vy the shezt.
Tou spcke zhout gaksring 2arh foveos. W2 iave dad flowers for
some 2me and ke Hrast begins 10 ioek qulte Feem. W2 vz Fia
new 3rig Gen HE name 5 Lide Trarls off ths heasian cownsy ...

1 heard you werz D have a gy for Fred (Fowiz. [didnet 322
vaarion Sui Joim 74 [iafed of 3009 e 7 was B
There seems 10 %2 2 greas deal of siciness in Ook Crezk his 20507
Charigy 5 deadtwill eausz d2ep somow R \E. Zobants [y

1t 2inost 52205 25 f swr pwdsTEmant was mer2 Rai 2 coud 2w w
sur naromal s when w2 Ik of e Giers, woders md SR
the lard mowrmng for reiznves X ]
 17ans Tns. Bl [ Mt 252 36 2REIING 0uT uREL

Frmd Ingimyssly

Byron € Covale
Braveold Ca &

B%w/o

4 T A &
5 Ledlesies
7 A
(e Leiiens fraer
o ~3. P /9 A
FEa? :«-ﬁu," /Y" SR o3 -f:’/(f

P

"
& ’/a 20T S cnasn



VoLumME 1, ISSUE 15

PAGE 7

TIDS AND BITS

{t’s that time again....

It's time to send in your dues for 2013. Use the
renewal form on page 4. Unfortunately, if we
don’t hear from you by the Annual Dinner we'll
have no choice but to assume you no longer
want to be a member and remove you from the
membership list. Be sure to include your email
address on the form if you'd like to switch over
to the electronic newsletter.

Just a reminder that all new Historical Society
members are entitied to one hour of genealogi-
cal research from Steve Schreiter. If you haven't
taken advantage of that yet give Steve a call.
You can download the basic information form
from the Contact Us page of our website if you
have access to a computer.

The Historical Society would like to extend our
\wishes, condolences or congratulations to its
members. Please contact sunshine chairperson
Barbara Mueller at 762-2712. Be sure to leave a
detailed message or a number where she can
contact you.

We're still looking for someone to step up and
take over the Garden Tour in 2013. If you're in-
terested, contact Lois Schreiter. She’ll be happy
to turn over all her files and help get you started.

A reminder that the Society has a number of
things for sale including postcards and orna-
ments. You can also order a South Milwaukee
Historical Society t-shirt. These are red with the
Society logo in white on the front and are avail-
able in sizes Small to XX-Large. The t-shirts
are printed to order, cost $10 for any size and
must be paid for in advance. Stop by the
museum during open house hours or give Lois
a call.

The Historical Society is always in need of
docents to staff the museum during open house

hours the first Thursday of each month
(1pm-3pm). You don’t have to commit
to every month but any help would be
appreciated. If you are interested you
can contact Lois Schreiter. Training will
be provided.

We’'re always on the look out for more
gently used Christmas items. As you
put away your holiday decorations
please keep us in mind if you run
across anything we could use. But
please remember...no broken knick- -
knacks or strings of lights with missing
bulbs or overly weathered outdoor
decorations. We need gently used,
quality, items. You can contact Sue
(5620-1959) or Carol (870-7857) to
arrange a pick up or drop off.

With the fall newsletter | found another
advantage to receiving the electronic
newsletter. | had the date of the
December meeting wrong on the back
page! | was able to email the correc-
tion to those of you who got the elec-
tronic version. Unfortunately, | couldn’t
do anything for those of you who got
the paper version and | sincerely hope
my mistake didn’t cause problems for
anyone. Any time you'd like to give it a
try just send me an email. You can
always change your mind if you decide
you want to go back to the paper
version.

Finally, I'm always on the look out for
contributing editors. If you'd have a
story or old pictures you'd like to share
with our members please contact me
and we'll work something out. You can
call me at 414-520-1959, or email me
at sziarek@wi.rr.com.



/ .

Our monthly meetings are now held at the South Milwaukee Library. Meetings begin at
6:00PM and are held on the 2nd Monday of each month. We’d like to invite ALL our
members to altend. As an added incentive, we'll be serving refreshments.

2013 BOARD/MEM\BERSHIP MEETINGS AT THE LIBRARY
Mar 11, Apr 8, Jun 10
Jul 8, Aug 12, Oct 14, Nov 11, Dec ¢

POTLUCK MEETINGS are May 13, Sep ¢
Everyone is Welcome!

Feb 9th 2013 Annual Dinner at Pat's Oak Manor
Details inside—PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN DATE!!
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