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SUNSHINE CHAIRPERSON
A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome 1o the first issue of the new and improved (we hope)

South Milwaukee Historical Society Newsletter! For the technologically
curious among you, I'm working in Microsoft Publisher. For the first time. I'm having
loads of fun with it but every now and then something so completely unexpected
happens that the undo button is the only thing that saves me! Still, | look forward to
learning all the cool things it can do to make these newsletters something really
special. Obviously, this is a work in progress and we'll continue to tweak it as we go
along based in part on the feedback we get from you, our readers. The officers, board
of directors and |, hope that you like our new look and welcome your comments,
good or bad. You can send those comments to the Historical Society, catch one of us
at an upcoming function (see the back page for Coming Events!) or even email me at
sziarek@wi.ir.com.

We're also looking for some fresh ideas for articles and features. If you have a
suggestion, let us know. We'll see what we can do with it. One new feature you can
find in this edition is something we're calling 'l remember..." and I'm going to need your
help to make it work. | want your memories of life in South Milwaukee. They don't
need to be BIG important happenings. In fact, I'd kind of prefer the little everyday
things. Check out Page 2 and you'll see what | mean. Then send me YOUR memories.

Another change beginning with this edition. Times are tough all over and we
understand that. But we can no longer send the newsletter to members who haven't
paid their dues. Isn't it worth the price of a membership to see how this new &
improved newsletter evolves2 If you haven't already done it, please renew your
membership today. You'll find all the information you need on Page 3.

OK, time to turn the page and check us out. Hope you like what you seel!

The editor

~

"l\\ Published quarterly in Jan., Apr., July & Nov; Editing by Sue Ziarek; Printing/Addresses by Steve & Lois Schreiter //A
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

I'm just back from a delightful day in Society at the end of 2009. If you open anew My thanks to the February 14 Dinner Com-
Kenosha at the new Civil War Museum account, the historical society also gets a mittee, Robert Pfeiffer, Addie Becker, Barb
where our staff was invited to view the donation. You have to tell them to “linkup” Schouten and Barb Mueller. Eunice Hahn
work spaces behind the scenes. The mayor  with the South Milwaukee Historical Society and Cecelia Pomahac received honors for
of Kenosha, a student of the Civil War, of- for this to happen. | have already done this.  their years of work with the society. Our
fered the museum the site of the former Call Kathy Lubetski at the KK branch. speaker, David Lang, was wonderful. I'm
American Motors plant on the lake front. anxious to see the new Bucyrus Museum
They built this 20000 sq.ft. facility and The Garden Tour committee is planning to also. It will be open on Saturdays. The
funded it with TIF money. Hmmm. Kenosha  have tour tickets available by May Ist. This  raffle items were numerous and well liked
has 90,000 population, we have 20,000. was our biggest fund raiser last year and lots by all. Thank you donors: Estelle Hoack,
Kenosha continues to de-industrialize and so  of fun for the participants. We still need Barb Mueller, Sue Ziarek, Carol Braby, Lois
does South Milwaukee. | am saddened when  volunteers to sit at each garden and stamp & Steve Schreiter, Knights of Columbus,

I know the bids are in for the demolition of tickets from 10 AM to 3 PM. Call Lois at 762- Parkway Floral, Greg's SOUP-ER-DESSERTS,
the Lawson/Continental Tile building at 909 5214 to volunteer. Tri City Bank, M&I Bank, Aurora Pharmacy,
Menomonee Av. Soon it will be gone for- South Milwaukee Library and the SM His-
ever. But life goes on. The Pot Luck Dinner is coming May 4th at the  torical Society. It was a wonderful event,

First Congregational Church, 5:30 PM. Bringa  and we actually made some money too.
You will find a small insert in your newslet-  dish to share and have a good time. Mytwo  Thank you everyone!
ter this month. It's a new way for us to earn  years are up and this will be my last meeting

some income. If you have an existing ac- as president. Come and meet the new offi- Preserving the Proud Past
count with National City Bank and the ac- cers for next year. Lois Schreiter
count number is linked to the South Milwau- President
kee Historical Society, National City will We are posting about 4 years of past newslet-

tabulate all the interest of those accounts ters on line. You can check them out ot

and will contribute (of their own money) 2 www.southmilwaukee.org/historical_society.

percent of the total interest to the Historical

Available at the South Milwaukee Historical Society Museum

Images of America, South Milwaukee, a picture history book
By Nels Monson & Dean S. Marlow, Jr — $20

Then to Now by Gert Endthof — $10

k]

N . % =~ Ornaments featuring South Milwaukee Landmarks, $7 each, 2 for $10 (Great Christmas gifts)
Jewell Heise continues to make her great strawberry rhubarb jam. N ./
She needs your clean jelly jars with covers. Call Jewell at 762-4650 7~/

B

The Historical Society would like to extend our wishes, condolences or congratulations
to its members. Please contact sunshine chairperson Barbara Mueller at 762-2712.
Be sure to leave a detailed message or a number she can contact you .

YOUR TURN:
Anyone have a summertime | REMEMBER ..
memory they’d like to This is a memory my mother, Helen Ziarek (nee Grochowski) shared with me a few years
share for our next issue? back. She grew up on 17th Avenue, just north of Rawson Ave. At the time (early 1920's) it was
§ . . nown as Geand Boutevard north of Rawson Avenue because it had a wide qrassy stip down
Send it to THE EDITOR at the _ , | |
e middle. One day, my grandmother sent my mother cver to the neighbaor’s house with a

Historical Society. ste teling thern they should stop letting their cow graze in the middle of the boulevard!
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KENOSHA CIVIL WAR MUSEUM

Together with fellow South Milwaukee Historical Society mem-
bers Jim Rothschadl and Lois Schreiter, | toured the Kenosha
Civil War Museum on Monday morning, Mar 30"".

The Museum staff had invited a number of people to a “behind
the scenes” tour led by Mr. Dan Joyce, Senior Curator of Exhib-
its and Collections.

Dan explained that they had employed a consultant to assist in
organizing the exhibits, which are all directed at the impact of
the War on the upper Midwestern states, spanning the time
frame of 1850 to 1900. Street scenes from a town called
“Fairview” (Dan explained that lowa, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana
and Minnesota each have a town with that name) start your
tour and from there you move through hospitals, campgrounds,
battlefields, cemeteries, stores, churches, newspaper offices
and town squares.

Kenosha was fortunate to obtain a loan of the Frank A.
Palumbo Civil War Collection from Carthage College so there
are many authentic pieces scattered throughout the museum.
Most impressive to me was a mockup of a railroad coach from
the period complete with manikins on each bench. When you
would sit next to them the manikin would tell you a short story

of how he or she was affected by the war. TV screens re-
placed the windows and provided a realistic image of scen-
ery passing by.

Another unique feature of the Museum is their technique of
showing written material that explains the exhibits. News-
paper pages and newspaper articles from a paper they
called the Northwestern Reporter are posted throughout
the Museum to assist visitors in understanding the exhibits.
Realism is assured by including advertisements from
Kenosha stores of the period.

At Lois’ insistence we ended our morning with a visit to the
Kenosha dinosaur museum which is a few blocks away. It is
the largest exhibit of meat eating dinosaurs in the United
States and is very impressive. Dan explained that a number
of companies build dinosaur models from measurements
made of actual dinosaur bones found in places throughout
the world. A high point of this tour was holding an actual
chunk of fossilized dinosaur poop. Now how many can brag
about that?

Steve Schreiter

3/31/09

Genealogy by Steve Schreiter

. One hour of genealogy for anyone with a new
| LA $10.00 membership. Basic information forms can

be found at our website

NEW MEMBER:
Mary Meszaros

www.southmilwaukee.org/historical_society and
should be mailed to Addie Becker with your dues.
Don't have a computer?

Call Steve at 762-5214.

WHAT A GREAT DEAL!!!!!I! ONLY $10.00 . Dues:

Single—$10.00;

Historical Society membership form: 2009 Family—$15.00;

Life—$100.00;

Name: Date: Business—$25
ei Adilress Cin Zip Cude Due to the mcreased cost of
postage & printing, we can no
- ) , longer send newsletters  to
Phone: (Day) (Eve) members who are not current
~ ‘ ) ~vith their dues. Don't let this
type s . Amountenclose: he vour last issuel Fill out the
1ake checks payable to South Milwaukes Historical Society And ":"I"Miﬁ: rship form & mail it i

, ) ‘ L . : o - [GDAY!N

il to Addie Beckor, 526 Syeamare Ave.. South Milwaukee. Wi 72 7
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May 4 POT LUCK DINNER
First Congregational Church, 1111 N Chicago Av
5:30 PM Dinner/Meeting
Volunteers needed to help with set up or clean up
June 27 TOUR OF GARDENS
10 AM to 3 PM, Rain or Shine, (See article inside for update)
Volunteers needed to help check tickets at the gardens
July 26 ICE CREAM SOCIAL & MINI CLASSES
Historical Society Museum
Details will be in the July Newsletter
Sept. 14 POT LUCK DINNER
First Congregational Church, 1111 N Chicago Av
5:30 PM Dinner/Meeting
Volunteers needed to help with set up or clean up
\
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